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FILM STILLS

On Set Glossary

Being on a film set for the first time can be a daunting experience, especially if you

don't know what half of the crew are talking about! 

Even if you have been on set before, it's always useful to brush up on some of

those phrases that pass you by. 

So to help you understand what's going on around you on set, we've put together a

glossary of terms and phrases. Nail these and you'll look like an experienced pro! 

And because how you speak can be as important as what you say, here are some

tips for how to communicate most effectively on a film set.

STAY CALM AND COURTEOUS - As a film stills photographer, your job is to get the

images in the most unobtrusive way possible. But you will need to communicate

with all departments at various times, and it goes without saying that you should

be calm and courteous at all times. 

BE CLEAR AND CONCISE - Often time is of the essence on a film set so it won't

serve you well to waffle on too long (unless you're at the tea-table - then you can

waffle until your heart's content or, more likely, till one of you suddenly gets called

back to the action!). So with any requests on set, be as clear and concise as you

can. 

READ THE ROOM - Sometimes the atmosphere can get tense on set, often due to

time pressures. Know when to step back and not take pictures. Sometimes it can

be more useful to you to save your goodwill on set for the next day. 

Happy shooting!

Nicola

© Film Stills Academy



Action

Called by either the director of the First AD for the actors to start their performance.

Apple Boxes

Wooden boxes that are usually part of the grip department, of varying heights.

Approvals

Headline talent/actors will have kill rights on a percentage of the images shot on set by the stills

photographer. 

Blimp

The soundproof box you may need to use for your DSLR camera if you don’t have a mirrorless

camera that can shoot silently.

Blocking

The process where the director and actors plan out how the scene will play out, the shape of it in

a space, who will stand where when. Usually a private rehearsal.

FILM STILLS

On Set Glossary

Here are over 60 words and phrases to

keep you in the loop as a Film Stills

Photographer on set.

BAFFLED BY THE ONSET LINGO?
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B-roll

Sometimes used for cutaways to add detail, emotion or tension to a scene. Often shot by

second-unit. 

Call sheet 

An extensive and detailed document of the day’s work schedule, what time everyone is

needed on set, and contact info for various crew members. Sent out the evening before,

sometimes very late!

Cheat

To amend the actor’s movement or position intentionally to best suit the camera

Copy

A phrase used to quickly give confirmation of a request, or to confirm understanding.

Craft Service 

The tea table, sometimes just called ‘craft’, or ‘crafty’ in the US

Closed Set

This means there is an intimate scene taking place, and only key crew allowed in. Usually

means a chance to go and do some editing for the stills photographer! Occasionally you may

be able to set something up afterward if it is planned in advance. 

Crew show

The crew will be invited in to watch a rehearsal of the blocking of the scene. 

Continuity

The process of making sure the different shots will cut together in a coherent and consistent

way, overseen by the Script Supervisor.

Coverage

The process of filming mid shots and close-ups. 
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Clapper Board

The clapperboard or “slate” onset is used by the Second Assistant Camera. Sometimes called

boarding a shot The main purpose is to tell the post-production team when the camera has

started (and stopped) recording, and to sync the sound. 

Checks (or Last Looks)

Costume and hair/make-up checks of the cast on camera, right before a take.

Check the Gate

A term called by the A.D. before a change in camera position. At this time, the camera

assistant will examine the aperture plate/gate of the film camera for any built-up debris that

intrudes onto the image area. Although technically only applicable to shoots using film, check

the gate can also signify the checking of the last few seconds of the last shot in digital to see

that both the picture and sound have been recorded.

Crossing

This is said by someone crossing in front of the camera, before doing so, in order to warn the

operator that the viewfinder is going to go black as they obliterate the frame momentarily.

Crossing close to the camera is generally bad form, and it should be avoided as much as

possible. However, when it is unavoidable, calling out “crossing” is a standard on-set courtesy.

Delivery

What needs to be supplied to the production or studio by the stills photographer in the way of

images shot during the filming. 

Dolly

A small platform for the camera, designed to roll along special tracks. Although Steadicams

have reduced their use, dollies have certain unique strengths. In particular, they’re still used

for the so-called Vertigo shot, where the camera zooms in while the dolly moves backward,

severely altering the perspective.
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Edge of Frame

The far edges of what the camera sees. Useful to know so you don’t accidentally get in shot. 

End Board / End Slate / Tail Slate

When a scene is boarded by the clapper loader at the end of a shot and not the start - the

board is held upside down to indicate this. Often done when it’s not possible to board a scene

at the beginning of a take. 

Establishing Shot

Usually, a long shot at the beginning of a scene or sequence providing the viewer with the

context of the subsequent closer shots.

Eyeline

The direction an actor looks during a scene. Avoid standing directly in this line, as it can be

off-putting for many actors.  

First

The 1st AD, who runs the set.

Floppy

A large rigid flag, usually four feet on each side, with an extra flap that is held in place with

hook-and-loop fabric. When you want to block light, you set up the floppy and then release

the extra fabric.

Flying In

The necessary item, or person is on its/their way to set, often quickly.

Gallery Shoot / Specials

A photoshoot of the talent on a clear background, which gets used for poster art. 

Go Again for Safety

Said by the 1st AD when the Director was happy with the previous take and just wants to do

another final take to ensure they got it. 
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Green Room

The area given to the talent, and usually talent alone, to rest between shot set-ups.

Hold The Roll

Called out by the 1st AD to halt filming momentarily. 

Hold For …. 

Used by the 1st AD right before or after filming when the set is waiting on on a specific dept to be

ready or finished. 

Hot Set

A set that is currently in use for filming or needs to be left as is because filming will return there

in the near future. Don’t touch or move the props or set dressing, or else prepare to feel the wrath

of the art department.

Honey Wagon

Portable toilets on a trailer

Mark

A blocking term that tells the actors where they need to land in order to be in focus for the

camera, usually marked by on the floor in gaffer tape, or coloured mini sandbags. Different colours

for different characters.

Martini

This is the last shot of the day. Usually called by the A.D.

Method

An acting method where an actor will stay in character for the duration of the filming. 

Mirrorless

Digital camera’s that are able to shoot hi res images silently. 

MOS

This means that the camera is recording, but audio is not being recorded.
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Moving On

The announcement that one scene is finished and the crew will move onto the next scene. 

Number 1’s

The first marks for actors and the camera, during a scene.

Over The Shoulder (OTS)

Shooting across the shoulder of one actor onto the face of another. Usually used to film a

conversation

Per Diems

A small allowance given to the crew to cover meal expenses when on location away from

home. Some will spend, some will save!

Pickups

Doing another take of a shot, but only part of it, starting part-way through. For example, the

first half was good, so you are only going to retake the second half. Usually this refers to a

shot which only has part of the dialog or action.

Picture’s Up

They are about to roll and shoot an actual take.

Points (US)

Shouted for safety by crew when a large item is being carried on set. It means look up and get

out of the way.

POV

Point Of View shot. A shot that illustrates a character’s viewpoint. Often it doesn’t include an

actor in the shot itself

Pull Aways

Where the stills photographer takes portraits of the actors on the set, but not with any extra

lights. 
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Raw

The uncompressed digital files shot by the stills photographer.

Reset or Back to 1’s

The crew and cast return to their ‘number 1’s for another take. 

Roll Sound/Camera

The A.D. calls for audio and camera to start.

Second Unit

Another crew filming on the same film, usually shooting b-roll, stunts or pick-ups. 

Speed

This means the camera and sound are recording/rolling.

Standby Artists

Extras

Squib

A small explosive device that simulates a bullet hit or very small explosion. Used to

memorably excessive effect to kill Sonny Corleone in The Godfather (above).

Steadicam

A specially designed harness attached to the camera operator, which stabilizes the camera as

they move it. 

Spark

An electrician

Sides

Script pages of today’s scenes to be shot, in shooting order, usually printed onto A5 paper
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Split Day

When the filming day starts in the middle of the day and finishes during the night.

Swinging a Lens

Called by the 1st AD when the camera dept are changing lenses. 

Talent

The actors

Turning Around

The process of shooting in the opposite direction than the previous shots. 

Turn Over

Instruction to start recording on the camera, to start the take.

Unit Base

This is where the makeup, costume, and cast trailers are located, as well as crew parking and

catering. It’s the largest base and first point of call when arriving for work.

Video Village

The place where the monitor goes on set, and where crew can watch the shots.

Wild Sound

Audio recorded without the corresponding picture (the complement to MOS), great for getting

clean sound to match visual effects such as a coin dropping or the sound of wind through the

trees

Wrap

Usually called by the 1st A.D at the end of the day of filming but can be used as a wrap on a

scene, actor, or item. It comes from an old studio term from silent films meaning Wind Reel And

Print.

10:1 

Going to the bathroom!
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