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COVERAGE & POSITIONING

If you get these fundamentals right at the beginning, you

build trust with the cast and crew,  which means better

access, which equals great pictures.

Wide shots with and without actors

Mid shots / actor two shots

Ensemble scenes

Actor singles - in character

Key crew (HoD's) whilst working

Behind the scenes - director with actors

Behind the scenes - director with DoP

Key props

 

FILM STILLS SHOT LIST



A private directors blocking rehearsal

A crew rehearsal, or crew show

DoP, Gaffer, the grips and sparks will finish lighting

Actors may go back to finish makeup/costume

Shoot the scene
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Filming workflow



If your framing is not good enough, you're not in quite the right position

Try to get as close to the eye-line as you can

Watch for moments that you can step in right next to the camera - during a rehearsal; when an Actor is

asked to line up, then move away again

If you can't get the right position, then you may need to reset the shot.

Use Screen Tilt!
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Positioning 
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Wear black

Do not move unnecessarily during a scene

Do not wave your camera around during a take

If your chosen spot is right near the camera, once 'CUT' is called, move away, so the camera crew can

access the space

If an actor is particularly sensitive to photography, immediately move out of sight after a take. If

necessary, leave the room
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Being Unobtrusive On-Set



Getting in shot; check the edge of frame on a monitor or with the camera operator.

Getting in an actors eye-line

Picking up a mark, or bumping it by accident

Walking backwards

Standing behind someone without alerting them to your presence

Rushing onto set

Rushing around set

Leaving your bag in everyone's way

Lingering in a doorway

Holding up the actors

Speaking loudly

Not having your phone on silent, or turned off

Wearing flimsy shoes

Not watching where you are going; tread carefully

©  Film Stills Academy

FAST TRACK

MODULE FOUR

WORKBOOK

Mistakes to avoid while On-Set



Notes:
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